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South Street Bridge is 100 Years Old
Built 100 years
was paid $1637 for
ago, the concrete
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bridge on South
perhaps as the genStreet crossing the
eral contractor for
Poultney River is
this project.
standing strong. The
The State of
current appraisal reVermont contributport for “Bridge No.
ed $500 in 1915 “for
9" from the Vermont
permanent work”
Agency of Transporin
Middletown
tation rates its conSprings and the
dition as “satisfactown added $500
tory” with a Federal
that year “for perSufficiency
rating New concrete bridge in front of A.W. Gray's Sons factory. The
manent work, as
of 83.4, structurally old truss bridge can be seen behind the building.
voted”. The report
sound with adequate
shows an expendirailings but lacking approach guardrails.
ture of $1,299.07 “for permanent work”. Perhaps
The 1915 bridge is listed on the National Reg- some of this “permanent work” was the construction
ister of Historic Places as part of the Middletown of the South St. bridge.
Springs Village Historic District, created in 1985. It
B. C. Buxton, back in town from the running the
is described as a “35ft. long reinforced concrete high- coal mines in Buxton, Iowa (see Newsletter vol. 41,
way bridge”which replaced a steel Pratt pony truss #1, May 2010, "Buxtons Made Their Mark at Home
bridge previously on that site. . . The center piers and Away"), was elected Road Commissioner in 1915.
bear the date, 1915, on small copper plaques.” The The report also notes the purchase from United Condate plaques are still there.
struction Co. of a “Road Machine” for $213.19. This
According to Kyle Obenauer, a historic preserva- is likely the grader, drawn by eight horses, shown in
tion specialist from the Vermont Agency of Transpor- the glass plate negative photos by Kirby Kelley.
tation, this bridge design, encouraged by the State
Buxton’s Road Commissioner’s Report lists many
as part of the national Good Roads Movement, was men who worked on the roads in 1915, perhaps some
widely used as the automobile increased in popular- on the concrete bridge project. Oakley M. Frost, a
ity. Reinforced concrete beam and girder bridges al- farmer according to the 1910 Census, apparently
lowed for rapid, economical expansion of Vermont’s hauled material for road work, judging from the
roadways that would continue for decades.
amounts he was paid. Others, paid less, were likely
The 1916 Town Report notes that $75 was re- laborers. Allen Stevers, also a farmer, appears ofceived from A. W. Gray’s Sons for a “bridge sold” and ten, as does William Clary (Cleary) who is listed as
photos verify that the Grays reinstalled the pony a farm laborer. Some with small family farms, who
truss bridge a short way downstream to gain access are less often mentioned, may have worked on projto the rear of their building from a roadway that led ects on their own roads.
to Fred Gray’s sawmill and cider mill on the south
The modern concrete bridge on South Street was
side of the river.
likely a token of pride and accomplishment for the
Many years ago Frank Rogers, who later ran the townspeople of Middletown Springs as they gathGardner-Rogers Homestead with his wife, Jessie, ered for Town Meeting on March 7, 1916 at the
told Bud Krouse that he had been involved in the Town Room. But they soon turned their attention
construction of the 1915 bridge. The Town Report to a more controversial matter. The warning asked
reveals that he was a selectman for several years if they would vote to ratify the will of the 1915 State
at that time and was paid or reimbursed $58.70, Legislature: “An act to prohibit the sale of intoxifor “cash paid out, per voucher”over and above his cating liquors”, a state-wide prohibition, intended to
$10 stipend “for services as selectman”. Bert Bissell become law on March 20, 1916.
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President’s Corner

David Wright
Sheila Charles and Pam Lewis led for the Society
in the mid-1990s. Her career culmination was the
establishment of the Vermont Archaeology Heritage
Center at the VHS history center in Barre.
More recently, John Dumville retired after 35
years in Vermont’s state-owned historic sites, including the Bennington Battle Monument, Mt. Independence, the Coolidge Homestead and six others.
He visited Middletown Springs as part of his leadership of State historic markers program to help dedicate the historic sign for A.W. Gray in 1999.
And rounding out the list is Mark Hudson himself, who announced in late July that he is leaving
to become executive director of Tudor Place Historic
House and Garden in Washington, D. C. While he
has been at VHS for only six years “Mark has helped
to transform the Vermont Historical Society during
his tenure”, says VHS President Laura Warren.
New faces who are taking the places of these respected figures will guide Vermont’s preservation
community for at least the near future.

Notice of Annual Meeting

ery and techniques of farming, rural crafts, and the
granite industry. He has been collecting and studying farming artifacts from the Nineteenth and early
Twentieth centuries for more than 25 years. Paul
uses his collection, housed in an old Vermont barn,
as a bridge to better understand early life on the
farm and the process of invention and manufacture.
He has published numerous articles on Vermont industry and agriculture.
The program is made possible by support from
the Vermont Council of the Humanities through its
Speakers Bureau program. The meeting is free and
accessible to people with disabilities.

At the 46th Annual Meeting of the Middletown
Springs Historical Society on Sunday, Sept. 20 at
the Historical Society Building, historian Paul Wood
will give a talk on "Inventive Vermonters: A Sampling of Farm Tools and Implements."
Inventive Vermonters have come up with a large
number of innovative labor-saving agricultural tools
and implements in the past 200 years. Paul Wood, agricultural historian, will tell the story of some of these
ingenious and surprising Vermont-invented and Vermont-made farm tools in a slide lecture at the Historical Society Annual Meeting. He will bring a display
of some of the items he has collected – from bull staff
to sap regulator, ox bow pin to milk tester, and boot
drier to butter worker – and he will talk about the
sometimes fascinating stories of the inventors.
A.W. Gray of Middletown was one of these. He
received patents for a corn sheller in 1836, a horsepower treadmill in 1842, a machine for making cut
nails in 1846 and an improved horsepower in 1856.
In 1872 , with his sons, Leonidas and A. Y., he received a patent for an improved machine for making
corrugated iron plates. In 1881, L. & A.Y. received a
patent for a ratchet wrench and in 1881 for a thrashing machine. Copies of these patent documents from
the Historical Society archives will be on display.
Paul Wood
Paul Wood is a retired engineer with a lifelong
interest in the history of technology, agriculture and
industry especially the tools, implements, machin2

Strawberry
Festival 2015

Dylan Manning,
Anna Mathewson,
and Evelyn Seidner
serve strawberry
shortcake at the
June 15th event.

Photo by Emmett Francois

Transitions
Mark Hudson, Executive Director of the Vermont Historical Society, draws attention to significant changes in the leadership of Vermont’s historic
preservation community in the recent issue of Connections, the VHS newsletter.
Gregory Sanford, the colorful state archivist ended his 30 year tenure in 2012. Hired as “editor of
papers” even before Vermont became the last state
to establish an archive, he organized the material
at hand and established a system to guide further
acquisition of state records under the leadership of a
state archivist.
Similarly, Giovanna Peebles was hired in 1974
as Vermont’s first state archaeologist, a new position within the Division for Historic Preservation,
where she pioneered the effort to discover, understand and preserve the evidence of Vermont’s Native American residents and those who followed. An
occasional visitor to Middletown Springs, she advised on the student archaeology day camp which



In Memoriam



Marilyn Blake Esau, 89, died Nov. 25, 2014, in

Whitewater, Colo. She was born in Scotia, N.Y., the
daughter of Muriel I. (Haynes) and David Keller
Blake. She graduated from Nott Terrace High
School, Schenectady, N.Y. and Wheaton College,
Wheaton, Ill.
Marilyn was the granddaughter of Cora Eliza
(Preston) and Arus Jonathan Haynes of Middletown
Springs, who lived for a time in the Haynes Homestead, built by Jonathan Haynes (1753-1815), a Revolutionary War veteran, buried in the Old Cemetery.
Marilyn married Truman G. Esau in 1950. She
was a member of the Historical Society since 1985.
Marilyn is survived by her husband, Truman;
her son, Eric; her daughter, Eileen; three grandchildren; and three great-grandchildren.

Truman Ridlon Cavanaugh, 92,

died May 12th in Port Orchard,
Wash. He was born in Clarendon
Springs, the son of Ruth (Rayhue)
and Samuel Griswold Cavanaugh.
He attended Middletown Springs
schools. He served in the U.S. Army
Air Forces from 1943-1945 as a
bombardier and tail gunner in the
European Theater during World
War II. He returned home to Vermont and married
his grade school sweetheart Jean Phillips on Dec.
29th 1945. He attended the Vermont State School
of Agriculture, University of Vermont, University of
Bridgeport and University of Connecticut. The family lived in Lyndonville, until 1954, then moved to
Connecticut where Truman taught in Stamford and
Bridgeport. The family spent summers at their cabin at Coles Pond in Walden, Vt.
In 1991 Truman and Jean moved to Boise, Idaho
to be nearer to family. After Jean’s death Truman
moved to Port Orchard, Wash. Truman was a longtime member of the Historical Society.
He is survived by a sister, Joy Barrows; a son,
Dale, and daughter in-law, Debbie; a daughter-inlaw, Marilyn Senecal Cavanaugh; six grandchildren; six great grandchildren. His wife, Jean, and
son, Darrel, died earlier, as did his sisters Susan
Blodgett and Caroline Walker.

sity of Vermont 1951 with a B.A. in Business Administration. Doug served in the U.S. Infantry as a
First Lieutenant during the Korean War. He was injured in an engagement and was awarded the Purple
Heart. In 1953, Doug joined his mother, Esther, at
the W.H. Shaw Insurance Agency. He retired in 1991.
Doug married Joan Campbell in 1955, and the
couple raised five children. He served on many civic
and non-profit boards and taught at the Bromley Ski
School. He was a member of the Middletown Springs
Historical Society for many years. He also spent
many weekends tending the meadows and wooded
acres of his property in Middletown Springs.
Doug is survived by his brother, Allen H. Shaw;
his wife Joan, of Manchester; his five children: Sally,
Andrew, Nancy, Cynthia, and Elizabeth (Betsy); and
seven grandchildren. His sisters Betty Shaw Powers
and Catharine Shaw Erwin died earlier.

Ann Davison Vale, 83, died May 12th at her

home in Castleton. She was
the daughter of Herbert Milton
Davison of Rutland and Leona
Gray Hickox of Middletown
Springs and the great granddaughter of Leonidas Gray.
She attended Hillsdale High
School in Cincinnati, Ohio, and
graduated from the University of Cincinnati. While
in college, she met Robert Vale, an engineering student from England. She was working for Gibson Art
Company in Cincinnati when she and Bob Vale were
married. Bob's job took them to St. Catherine's, Ontario, and then to Massachusetts. They retired to
the Hickox family home on South St. in Middletown
Springs that had been the residence of her great
great grandfather, A. W. Gray.
Ann earned an advanced degree in Applied Art
and taught at Benson Middle School. She retained
a love for horses and dogs throughout her life. Her
contributions to shelters and animal rescue organizations were ongoing. She was a member of the Historical Society for many years.
Ann is survived by her brother Dexter Davison
and his wife, Josette, of Spartanburg, S.C.; two nieces, Laurie and Bethany; and a nephew, Dekker.

Douglas Parker Shaw, 85, died

May 4th, at his home in Manchester
Center. He was born in Manchester
Center, the son of Walter H. and Esther (Graves) Shaw. He attended the
Center School and graduated from
Burr and Burton Seminary, Class of
1947. He graduated from the Univer3

Items for Sale
• Copies of Historical Society Newsletters, $1 post paid.
• History of Middletown, by Barnes Frisbie, cd-rom or photocopy, $20, post paid.
• Historic photo notecards of Middletown Springs, box
of 8, $12 post paid.
• Searching for Ichabod, by Julie Van Camp, $18, post paid.
• A Gem in the Hills, by Frances Krouse, $25, post paid.
• Antique Mineral Springs Water bottles, starting at $60.

Recent Acquisitions

Membership Information

Membership dues for 2015 were due in January.
Check your mailing label for current status.
Dues (Check one):
Individual
$10.00
Family
$15.00
Contributing $25.00
Send to:

Business
Sustaining

$50.00
$100.00

Pat Hemenway, Treasurer
Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.O. Box 1121
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

Donations to MSHS, a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization,
are tax deductible.
Visit our website:
www.MiddletownSpringsHistoricalSociety.org
Business Members
Blue Cat Bistro, John Rehlen
Farmer Mould & Machinery, Jim Gilmour
Gabe Friedman, Web Designer,
Green Mountain Timber Frames, Dan McKeen
Johnson Energy, Tom & Eileen Johnson
LaValley Building Supply
Mahar Family Maple, Ryan & Ann Marie Mahar
Manson Hall
Morgan Mountain Organic Gardeners
New England Slate Co., Chris Smid
Stewarts Dairy
Williams Hardware, Poultney, Bob Williams
The MSHS Newsletter is published twice a year for members and
friends of the Society. Comments and manuscipts on subjects of
interest are encouraged and should be sent c/o David Wright, editor,
or e-mailed to montvert@vermontel.net.
Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.O. Box 1121
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

Address Service Requested
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This grain-painted shipping box with the Grays
and Clark Healing Spring Water stencilled label
was found in a barn in Bennington by member
John Antonez. Twenty-four quart bottles, like the
example shown, were shipped, packed in straw or
excelsior to a pharmacy or other retail store. The
box was later modifed for some other use.

2015 Coming Events
Sunday, Sept. 20

Annual Meeting and
Program
2 p.m.

Sunday, Oct. 4

Museum Open House
& Program
2-4 p.m.

