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Leffingwells Are Prominent in Middletown History
On the last weekend in July the Leffingwell fam- North St., served as Clerk of the Congregational Soily gathered in town for a reunion hosted by Jan- ciety. Frisbie notes Harvey as the only Leffingwell
ice Leffingwell and her sister and brother-in-law, living in Middletown at the time of his History, and
Laura and Art Castle. The senior members of the “now one of the old men of the town”. He lived for
clan, Perry Mason and his sister, Joyce Olczak, were another 22 years to the age of 81.
guests of honor. Perry traveled from Arizona and
Later in the century, according to Child’s GazJoyce from Pittsburg for the occasion.
etteer of Rutland County, 1881-82, Harvey’s son
On Saturday a group
Dyar Leffingwell (1834of twenty or more fam1923) sold “drugs and
ily members visited the
groceries”on East St. at
Mineral Springs Park
the corner of Burdock
to see the Elisha LeffinAve. He was postmaster,
gwell tin shop and the
with the post office in his
museum in the Adams
store from 1875-85. Two
House, where a few
medicine bottles with
Leffingwell items found
“D. Leffingwell & Son,
in computer archive of
Druggist, Middletown
the Society collection
Springs” labels were rewere brought out for
cently discovered in a
viewing. The most imHistorical Society Collection. Tinmouth attic.
pressive object was the Dyar Leffingwell store, East Street, now owned by Debby
Elisha Leffingwell,
original tin shop sign. and George Hoisington.
also a son of Harvey,
The
Leffingwell
was a tinsmith who sold
family has been prominent in Middletown since the “tin, wooden and glass ware” from his shop on East
early days. Barnes Frisbie, in his 1867 town history, St., also according to Child’s. In 1990 the Leffingwell
notes that Jeremiah (1769-1847), who came as an tinshop was donated to the Historical Society by Alice
early settler with his brother, Dyar from Norwich, Hoisington and other members of the Haynes famConn., was “a man of considerable notoriety in his ily and moved cross-lots to the Mineral Springs Park.
time.” Jeremiah kept a hotel with Mr. Monroe in a (See Newsletter January 1991.)
house on the east side of the green, later the home
In the 20th Century, Alton B. Leffingwell, (1909of Moses E. Vail and now owned by Jackie and Earl 89), father of Laura and Janice, had an electrical conParker .
tracting business and served in Town offices includDyar Leffingwell (1770-1821) was a hatter whose ing Selectman. Laura Leffingwell Castle continues
shop was on East St. where Mark & Mimi McManus the tradition of service as Town Clerk since 1998.
now live. He served the town as representative to
the legislature, town clerk, constable, and collector
Welcome! New Members
of taxes.
Two Leffingwell men served in the Civil War.
New Memberships
Harlan P. and Arunah both joined the Tenth Vermont
Kim Beaty, West Tinmouth
Regiment, which was mustered for service on Sept.
Luke & Kendra Larson, Middletown Springs
1, 1862. Twenty-two other Middletown men served
Solange Martineau, Middletown Springs
in that regiment. Arunah and another Middletown
Paul & Meridith Morgan, Middletown Springs
soldier became ill and were discharged on Dec. 19,
Mark Raymond, Portsmouth, R.I.
1862 and returned home. Harlan presumably served
out his time in the Tenth and and returned safely.
Bill Upholt, Hartford, Ct.
Dyar’s son, Harvey (1808-1889), a farmer on
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President’s Corner
The Historical Society Museum collection is
computerized and is a valuable resource for your
use. How can you use it? As an example, this
spring the Elementary School utilized letters and
documents to learn more about the Civil War and
relate it to soldiers from Middletown Springs. More
recently, members have spent time doing family
research. During a Middletown Springs family reunion, many came to see family pictures and documents. We encourage everyone to take advantage of
this collection of local history.

Our Museum is open between 2:00 and 4:00
every Sunday between Memorial Day and the end
of October. If Sunday’s are not convenient you may
make an appointment and one of our members will
be glad to work with you.
Thank you for your continued support of our
local historical society. Our board spends many
long volunteer hours preserving our collection and
our historical building and springs park as well as
raising funds to keep it all operating. We could not
do it without your support.
Robert J. Gould
aftabrg@gmail.com

Juggling Big Equipment Points Out the
Need for Space

Mini-Split Will Save Energy at the
Historical Society Building

Having to move around big artifacts from the
Historical Society collection shows the need for permanent storage space.
In the fall of 2012, planned repairs to the floor
of a barn where one of the AW Gray threshers was
stored, initiated a search for new covered space. A
temporary home was found in a shed on the Norton
Farm, which was in the process of being sold.
Meanwhile, Luke Larson was finishing repairs to
our two-horse treadmill that was severely damaged
in the collapse of the shed in which it was previously
stored and has been sheltered in Chris Larson’s barn
while awaiting repair.
We needed a new home for two pieces, each
the size of a small automobile. At the suggestion of
Jim Hathaway, who used to farm at Grover-Blakely
place south of town, we asked the new owner, Kim
Beaty, if she would let us store the items in the center
bay of the big barn. Kim was welcoming and enthusiastic about hosting these examples of local agricultural history. The treadmill was moved in July and
the thresher will find its new home in the near future.
Plans are in the works for a “home of our own”
for the best examples of our burgeoning collection.
We hope soon to acquire an antique barn frame that
we can rebuild on land near the Mineral Springs
Park. We hope to have enough space inside for safe
display and interpretation of these important examples of the ingenuity and craftsmanship of an earlier
generation of Middletown residents. Stay tuned to
learn how you can help with this new project.

Major improvements to the energy efficiency of
the Historical Society building were carried out in
mid-June by Steve Spatz and his crew from Red Barn
Design and plumbers from Bill Lohsen Plumbing &
Heating.
The Red Barn team followed specifications of a
grant application to Efficiency Vermont, based on a
blower door energy audit previously done by Spatz.
They added insulation to the ceiling above the Town
Office area of the first floor and closed extensive air
leakage between heated and unheated parts of the
first floor. They also insulated and air sealed foundation walls and hot air ducts in the basement.
Lohsen’s workers installed an air-source heat
pump, a “mini-split,” which will heat and cool the
Town Office room for a fraction of the operating cost
of the old oil-fired furnace, which will now become
a back-up heating system. Turning the oil furnace
thermostat back twenty degrees or more is projected to save hundreds of gallons of fuel oil while the
mini-split keeps the Town Office at a comfortable
temperature.
The approximately $10,500 cost of the project
was reduced by $3,500 in Efficiency Vermont grants
and rewards for successful insulation and air tightness upgrades (as confirmed by a final blower door
test). The balance of the cost is projected to be repaid
within four years through greatly reduced fuel oil
consumption.

2013 Coming Events
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Sunday, Sept. 22

Annual Meeting
7 p.m.

Sunday, Oct. 6

Museum Open House
& Donor Lecture
1 to 4 p.m.

Recent Acquisitions
Jed Rubin of Pawlet donated an 1880s edition of
the A.W. Gray & Sons catalogue.
A Middletown Springs Elementary School diploma for Earl Hubbard was donated by Bill and Midge
Stephenson, who recently purchased the Hubbard
homestead.

Strawberry Festival 2013
fresh strawberries with biscuits donated by Best
Moon Catering, ice cream donated from Stewart’s,
and fresh whipped cream, donated by Thomas Dairy.
Paul Morgan and Friends provided music and
many local arts and crafts vendors displayed a variety of creative works. Board members and community volunteers helped in so many ways to make this
festival a success.

Serving Strawberry Shortcake

Volunteer servers enjoying Strawberry Shortcake!

 In Memoriam 

Nan was always active in town affairs, serving
on the Middletown Springs Schoolboard, the Board
of Trustees of the Congregational Society, where she
was president for many years, the Library Board
of Trustees, where she was chairperson. She was a
longtime trustee of the Copeland Church Fund, the
Copeland Cemetery Fund, the Louis Fund and other
public monies. Nan served for many years as Justice of the Peace, and was chair of the Board of Civil
Authority. She started the Elementary School library
and served as its first librarian; she helped establish
a town newsletter, The Communicator; she was the
long-time chair of the Democratic Town Caucus;
and she was a member of the Town Energy Committee for three years.
Nan served two terms as a Trustee of the Historical Society and volunteered for many years as leader
of the preparation and serving crew for the annual
Strawberry Festival.
Nan will be remembered for making her home
a haven for people in transition, and for tirelessly
helping her aging friends and neighbors navigate
the bureaucratic intricacies of taxes, Social Security,
Medicare, home care and retirement finances.
When her children were on their own, she enjoyed traveling the world with family and friends,
often on projects for Earth Watch, trekking through
mountains and diving in tropical waters.
Survivors include her three children: Robert of
Prague, Czech Republic and Seattle,Wash.; Jim of
Middletown Springs; and Kara of Brooklyn, N.Y.;
and four grandchildren.

Photo by Pat Hemenway

Photo by Emmett Francois

The gentle rain came down but enthusiasm was
up and the Strawberry Festival went smoothly and
was successful. We had good publicity and lots and
lots of community support to make this possible.
Volunteers served generous portions of Dutton’s

Nanette
Gilmour
died May 2, 2013, at her
home in Middletown
Springs.
She was born Dec. 23,
1941, in Chicago, Ill. At
the age of 8, the family
moved to Miami, Fla.,
where she attended Miami Edison High School.
She studied at the University of Florida at Gainesville and was a graduate
of the New School for Social Research in New York
City.
In l970, she moved from New York with her family to Middletown Springs. As a homemaker with
three small children, Nan kept dairy cows and chickens and raised beef cattle and hogs while maintaining a large organic garden and extensive flower gardens. She hosted regular Sunday potluck barbeques
and suppers for many years.
As her children grew, Nan clerked in the law office of DeBonis, Wright & Winpenny in Poultney,
served as a guardian ad litem for the Rutland County Court system and wrote freelance articles for the
Rutland Herald. She became a licensed real estate
broker and established her own firm, Montvert Real
Estate.
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Items for Sale
• Copies of Historical Society Newsletters, $1 post paid.
• History of Middletown, by Barnes Frisbee, cd-rom or photocopy, $20, post paid.
• Historic photo notecards of Middletown Springs, box
of 8, $12 post paid.
• Searching for Ichabod, by Julie Van Camp, $18, post paid.
• A Gem in the Hills, by Frances Krouse, $25, post paid.
• Antique Mineral Springs Water bottles, prices start at
$60.

Membership Information

Membership dues for 2013 were due in January.
Check your mailing label for current status.
Dues (Check one):
Individual
$10.00
Family
$15.00
Contributing $25.00
Send to:

Business
Sustaining

$50.00
$100.00

Pat Hemenway, Treasurer
Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.O. Box 1121
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

Donations to MSHS, a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization,
are tax deductible.
Visit our website:
www.MiddletownSpringsHistoricalSociety.org
Business Members
Blue Cat Bistro, John Rehlen
Gabe Friedman, Web Designer,
Dick Gray, Goldenbrook Construction
Green Mountain Timber Frames, Dan McKeen
Johnson Energy, Tom & Eileen Johnson
LaValley Building Supply
Jim Marquis, Antiques Appraiser
Morgan Mountain Organic Gardeners
Professional Tile Installation, Jerry Hansen
Southview Arts / Foolish Records, Jim Gilmour
Stewarts Dairy
Twin Mountain Farm B&B, Annie & Walt Pepperman
Williams Hardware, Poultney, Bob Williams
The MSHS Newsletter is published twice a year for members and
friends of the Society. Comments and manuscipts on subjects of
interest are encouraged and should be sent c/o David Wright, editor,
or e-mailed to montvert@vermontel.net.
Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.O. Box 1121
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

Address Service Requested
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Annual meeting features “The Irish
‘Wave’ in the Green Mountains”
Professor Vincent Feeney, the featured speaker
at the Historical Society Annual Meeting on September 22, will present a program on the “The Irish
‘Wave’ in the Green Mountains”
They arrived just as Vermont was undergoing a
mini Industrial Revolution, based on railroad construction, quarrying of slate and marble, and textile
production. From the late 1840s and through the
1860s, thousands of Irish immigrants escaped the potato famine in their homeland and settled in Vermont.
Vincent Feeney, author of a published history of the Irish in Vermont, Finnigans, Slaters and
Stonepeggers, tells the little-known story of Irish immigrants in Mid-Nineteenth Century Vermont.
Mr. Feeney is an adjunct professor of history at
the University of Vermont. His book, The Great Falls
on Onion River: A History of Winooski, Vermont (2002),
was published by the Winooski Historical Society.
With John Duffy, he wrote Vermont: An Illustrated
History, and he contributed to both The Vermont Encyclopedia and The Encyclopedia of the Irish in America.
He is a former president of the Chittenden County
Historical Society.
The program is made possible by support from
the Vermont Council of the Humanities through its
Speakers Bureau program. It is free and accessible to
people with disabilities.

Notice of Annual Meeting
The 44nd Annual Meeting of the Middletown
Springs Historical Society will be held on Sunday,
Sept.22, at the Historical Society Building.

Agenda
7:00 p.m. Dessert Buffet
7:15 p.m. Business Meeting & Election of Trustees
7:45 p.m. UVM Professor Vincent Feeney will
speak on Irish Immigration to Vermont
in the 19th Century.

