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Memorial Day Then and Now
Memorial Day is said to
On the Sunday before Memohave developed out of the trarial Day residents and visitors
dition in the South from before
gather for a parade up South St.
the Civil War of decorating
to the green for speeches and rethe graves of family members
membrance around the flagpole
in the spring when flowers are
and the Hoadley monument, on
abundant, and where an annual
which plaques list the names
Decoration Day is still observed
of veterans of many wars. The
in some cemeteries, including
tradition was started in 1969 by
church services and pot luck
the former Men’s Club and was
dinners for family and friends.
continued for many years by the
The tradition took on new sigGrange. A new ad hoc group has
nificance with the enormous
planned the Memorial Day obcasualties of the Civil War and
servance for the past two years.
changed from family reunion to
Barnes Frisbie, author of the
community observances.
History of Middletown, 1867,
In 1868 the commander
Editor of the Poultney Journal,
of the Grand Army of the Reand a town native wrote about
public, a Union Arm veterans
an early Decoration Day in
organization, declared DecoraMiddletown Springs in the June
tion Day as a date in late May
5, 1885 issue of the Journal. In
to decorate with flowers the
late May he paid an overnight
graves of Union dead in cemvisit, traveling from Poultney in
eteries across the North. By the
Dexter Adams’ coach and stay20th Century, and after subseing at the Adams House (now
quent wars, the observances
the Historical Society building)
on various dates in the North
Photo by Emmett Francois where his old friend, Roswell
and South merged into a na- For over three decades, Middletown Springs El- Buell, was a lodger.
tional Memorial Day on May ementary School students and Historical Society
“This morning – Decoration
30, complete with parades, volunteers have placed flags on the graves of Day, I was informed that the
speeches and prayers to honor veterans in the Old Cemetery.
school would have services in
all Americans who had died in
the cemetery in the afternoon,
military service. The name officially became Memorial and I was invited to be present. At two o’clock I heard the
Day in 1967 and the date became moveable to create band and soon saw them leading the teacher and school to
a three-day weekend in 1971, diluting the significance the cemetery. They entered the cemetery, bearing flowers,
of the holiday in the opinion of the Veterans of Foreign and proceeded to decorate the graves of the soldiers of
Wars, which has lobbied since then for a return to the the war of 1861. This done, they halted at the most conMay 30 date.
venient place in the cemetery, (and) formed that school
For more than 30 years, Historical Society volunteers or all the schools in town in a hollow square. Prayer
and students from Middletown Springs Elementary School was offered by the Rev. Mr. Osborn of the Methodist
have met in the Old Cemetery a few days before Memo- church. Brief addresses were made by Rev. O. Myrick of
rial Day to place flags on the graves of the 25 veterans of the Congregational church, Mr. (Roswell) Buell, Leroy
the Revolutionary War, the War of 1812, and the Civil War Southworth, and your humble servant . . . (and) I must
who are buried there. Similarly, members of the Grange give a sentiment or two that was offered there:
and trustees of Pleasant View Cemetery have place flags
“The exercise of decorating with flowers the graves
(cont'd on page 2)
on graves of later war veterans in that cemetery.
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President’s Corner

David Wright

Repairs to Old Cemetery
The Old Cemetery has received well-deserved, renewed attention in the past year through the efforts of the
Old Cemetery Task Force, the Selectboard, the town road
crew and other hearty volunteer workers.
The Task Force committee was convened by the Selectboard in June 2017 and included John Arsenault, Nora
Rubinstein, and David Wright. Kelly McElheny joined
the committee briefly.
The members of the committee were charged with advising the Selectboard on a maintenance and restoration
plan to help sustain this important historic site, reporting
by early January 2018. The maintenance plan offers advice on annual and long term monument repair and restoration; maintenance of gates, fences, signs, trees, and turf;
sources of possible grant funding; and it makes recommendations on annual budget funding and management of
the Old Cemetery Reserve Fund. It also lists some qualified monument. restoration contractors.
At a demonstration workshop with volunteer consultant Tom Giffin of the Vermont Old Cemetery Association in late October, the committee members along with
Selectboard members Herb Childress, Chris Fenton, Patty

(Memorial Day, cont. from page 1)
of the soldiers who had died that the nation should live
should and would be a solemn impressive exercise and
should tend to awaken the moral virtues and build up
Christianity. This thought was dwelt upon at some length
by Rev. Mr. Myrick, and well brought out by him.
“Mr. Southworth said that Decoration Day was now
observed in all the northern states and had come to be an
anniversary which seemed to be substituted for the noisy
demonstrations of the fourth of July in the earliest part
of our history. Said another speaker, ‘All public demonstrations have an educating effect. Time was when every
boy must have his miniature cannon or sword, and this
was the education (that) the pomp and parade, the shouting and firing of cannon gave. This was the language of
defiance, but flowers are the language of love, kindness,
of grateful remembrance, and thereby are a more powerful stimulus to patriotism, a better promoter of virtue
and in perfect harmony with the spirit of Christianity.’
Mr. Buel urged that we should decorate the graves of the
Revolutionary soldiers of which he said there were about
forty in this cemetery. He named Beal Caswell as one,
who was not only a Revolutionary soldier, but a soldier
of the French and Indian war twenty years earlier. The
exercises were interspersed with music from the band,
and several appropriate pieces were sung by (the) good
choir. To me the exercises were particularly interesting
from the fact that it was an affair of the schools of the
town. There were over a hundred, perhaps a hundred and
fifty scholars in the procession. They will not forget the
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Kenyon, and Terry Redfield ; Road Commisioner Bill
Reed; and volunteer Matt Kenyon, dug out and straightened dozens of stones and repaired and glued many others
with epoxy and stainless steel hardware.
The Historical Society has been an advocate for the
restoration and maintenance of the Old Cemetery since
the early 1970's when former President Herb Davison
and teenage volunteer Lydia Powers (Taylor) researched
and created an alphabetical index of all known burials in
the 1787 cemetery. The Society has led restoration efforts in the years since, organizing volunteer workdays
and helping the Selectboard find contractors to repair and
straighten monuments. Member John Arsenault has photographed many of the monuments for the website Find A
Grave, https://www.findagrave.com/.
Robert Parker has been ably handling the mowing
and trimming of the Old Cemetery since 2000. Bob is
Road Commisioner Bill Reed’s right. hand man on the
town road crew and in addition to his other duties, he
manages to stay ahead of the fast. growing turf even in
rainy periods.
We hope that the renewed interest and attention to the
Old Cemetery from the Selectboard and town residents
will continue in years to come.

occasion, and will come more and more as they grow
older to know the significance and meaning of Decoration Day.”

Annual Meeting Learns About
Shays’ Settlement Research
At the 48th Annual Meeting of the Middletown
Springs Historical Society meeting, David Wright reported on the year’s activities and Treasurer Pat Hemenway updated members on the Society’s finances.
Hakan Brosnan and David Wright were elected to
two-year terms as board members. Outgoing board
members Jon Mathewson and Karen Svenningsen were
thanked for their service.
Archaeologist and author Steve Butz presented on
“The Forgotten Settlement of Daniel Shays.” Recounting Shays’ early life and service in the Continental
Army, Butz explained the origins and events of Shays’
Rebellion. When the armed insurrection was put down
by Massachusetts authorities in 1787, Shays and many
of his followers fled north and constructed a settlement
deep in the Vermont wilderness.
Rediscovered in 1997 the site has been under archaeological study since 2013 by Steve Butz and volunteers
from the Shays’ Settlement archaeology field school.
Work will continue in the summer of 2018.

Maple Festival Taps Tradition

99 Restaurant – gift card
Applebee's Restaurant – gift card
Steve Bartlett – maple syrup
Ben & Jerry’s – ice cream cake
Best Moon Catering – continental breakfast for four
Blue Cat Restaurant – dinner for two
George Bouret – photograph
Cabot Cheese – cheese gift box
Melissa Chesnut-Tangerman – voice/piano lesson
Herb Childress – pool & billiards lesson
Lois Dansereau – hand tea cozy and teapot
Dietra Davis – tote bags
Kathy Doyle & Jim Graves – natural history assessment
Durfee’s Store – gift certificate & gift basket
Kevin Eaton – computer consulting
Fenton Farm – maple syrup
Garden Time – gift certificate, gift coupon
John Geery – framed photograph of Middletown Springs
Gilmore Home Center – LED light bulbs
Claudia & George Gonda – Killington ski tickets, Killington golf passes, children’s books
Green’s Sugar House – Indian sugar and loan of Spun
Gold machine
Sarah Grimm – horseback riding lesson
Alfred Haley – maple syrup
Hannaford’s – grocery gift card
Pat & Don Hemenway – wine basket, Williamsburg
condo, plush monkey, copper crisper, toiletries, jumbo cards
Hermit Hill Books – gift certificate
Home Depot – outdoor fire pit
Johnson Energy – fuel oil certificate

Photo by Tori Fischer

There was plenty of snow for the 30th Annual Maple
Festival on March 18. Phillip Mahar took over the demonstration of old-time sugaring technique with the guidance
of Fred Bradley. In the dining room Kathy Feeley served
sugar on snow, Mary Lou Willits made pancakes, and
Ronika Thornton spun maple cotton candy. Sally Jones,
Annabell Mahar, Meara Morgan, and Emily Buffum
served maple desserts, while Alice Hoisington managed
the kitchen. Pat Hemenway oversaw the dining room and
the raffle drawing, while Claudia Gonda, Pam Johnson,
and Linda Hurcomb watched over the Silent Auction and
the kids activities. Paul Morgan sang and played acoustic
guitar.
Jon Mathewson and David Wright gave the maple
history presentation upstairs in the auditorium interpreting our collection of antique maple sugaring artifacts and
highlighting the history of Vermont sugaring. Sugarmaker
Ryan Mahar explained current techniques of maple production. A total of 61 Silent Auction items were offered
to the high bidders and 50 raffle prizes were given away.
The net income from this year’s festival was over $4,000.
Thanks to these businesses, artisans and friends who
donated items for this year’s Maple Festival Silent Auction, Raffle, and food table:

Maple Festival patrons peruse the Silent Auction.
Pam Johnson – boiled wool bag, mirror, ceramic heater, 1940 toy pickup, remote control race car, jewelry,
bottle set, picnic basket, coffee, Starbucks cocoa,
pewter key ring, insulated mugs
Richie Kniffin – Filthy Farmgirl soap
Maureen LaBate – honey, candle tapers
LaValley’s Building Supply – two gift cards
Mac’s Citgo – gift card
Mahar Family Maple – maple syrup, maple creme, maple coated nuts
Alice Blakely Marsh – handmade quilt
Mel’s Place – gift card, gift card for haircut
Middletown Springs Historical Society – cash prizes,
book Gem in the Hills, note cards
Morgan Mountain Organic Landscaping – planted annual container
Mr. Twitter’s – gift basket and gift card
John & Michele Pagan – custom picture frames
Paramount Theater – Paramount Theater passes
Perry’s Main Street Eatery – gift card
Price Chopper – gift card
Quest Frames – gift certificate
Rising Meadow Pottery – pottery syrup jug
Riverside Motors – oil change gift certificate
Nora Rubinstein – spinning lessons
Rutland Coop – gift certificate
Sissy’s Kitchen – gift certificate
S.E. Smith Feeds – gift certificate
Anne Pratt Slatin – genealogy research consultation
Stewarts Shops – ice cream for Maple Festival
Stone Valley Community Market – gift card
Karen Svenningsen – cook books, stained glass sun
catchers, framed barn print, painted paddle
Tap’s Tavern – gift certificate
Tarbell Farm – maple syrup
The Shoppe at 105 Main – gift card
Shane Thornton – handmade earring tree
Vermont Canvas Products – canvas tote bag
Vermont Coffee – assorted coffee
Vermont Sweetwater – maple soda
Vermont Teddy Bear – Teddy bear cow
Wells Country Store – Pizzazz mug, gift card
Williams True Value Hardware – bird feeder, bird seed
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Thank you for your donation to
the 2017-18 Annual Fund!
Contributions to the Annual Fund totaled almost
$3,000, earmarked as donors chose, to the Building Fund, $275; the Heritage Fund, $70; the Mineral
Springs Park Fund, $200; the Museum Fund, $220; and
the Operating Fund, $2,515.
Kim Beaty
Josie & Jere Berger
Copeland Gray Bertsche
Phil & May Biondi
Vera Blakely
Kimberly Bushnell
Leslie Hays Campbell
Laura & Art Castle
Dennis & Enid Clark
Greg Cooper
Kathy & Patrick Feeley
Gail Franz
Joe & Mary King
Yolanda Hansen
Merwyn Hedding
Martha & Peter Heitkamp
Pat & Don Hemenway
Linda & Tom Hurcomb
Tom & Helen Jaeger
Sally Buxton Jones
April & Gary Kanew
Anne C. Krouse
Mary Lou Mars
Alice Marsh

Recent Acquisitions
Donald
and
Helen Rogers and
their daughter, Jean
Rogers, gave 20
photo images from
the early 1950s
on a USB flash
drive. The images include: the
G a r d n e r- R o g e r s
Homestead, family members and
friends, and the two
Spaulding houses
at the end of Spruce
Knob Road. In addition, the family
donated a selection Frank and Jesse Gardner Rogers
of 50 recipes from at the Gardner-Rogers Homestead
the handwritten in the early 1950s. Photo from the
cookbook of Aun- Rogers Family collection.
tie Florence Allen, a long-time cook at The Homestead.
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Jon Mathewson
Maureen McCormack
Andrew Moyer
Alan & Sharon Parker
Martha Parker-Dunn
Phillip Peck
Marty & Sandra Pendriss
P.S., A Partnership
Velma Reed
Grant & Jo Reynolds
Evelyn Ritchie
Larry & Joan Roach
Adina & William Roberts
Don & Helen Rogers
Diane Rosenmiller & Nicholas Seidner
Paul Sackevich
Richard & Janice Saxton
Diane Rae Schroeder
Joyce Scribner
Andrew & Susan Shayne
Anne Pratt Slatin
Richard Spitalny
Debra Squires
Aileen & Peter Stevenson
Karen & John Svenningsen
Harry Thomas
Mabel & Gerald Traver
Linda Van Guilder
Stacey Van Oast
Kathy & Alfred Whittet
Williams Hardware
Katherine Kay Williams
Mary Lou Willits & David Wright
An anonymous photo album, was purchased on
eBay, including over 60 photos of Middletown Springs,
mostly taken of unidentified family members and friends
at The Homestead.
Joan Mandels Roche, a Gray and Hickox family
descendant, donated portrait photos of William S. and
Corinne Gray Hickox; several photo post cards of W.S.
Gray’s taxidermy specimens and a price list for taxidermy
services; a framed portrait photo of Leonidas Gray; and
A.Y. Gray’s 1891 visa to visit the Egyptian tombs; also
four snapshot landscape photos of Middletown Springs
and a 1913 Town Report with Gray and Hickox family
names noted as town officials.

Apology & Thanks
The lateness of this issue of the Newsletter is due
to the unforeseen good fortune of our longtime, loyal
desktop publisher, Patty McWilliams, who sold her
house and moved to a new one during April and early
May.
Thank you Patty!

 In Memoriam 
Fred A. Gardner, 90, of College Station, Tex, died
February 11. He was born to Maud
and Fred Gardner in Middletown
Springs. He graduated from Fort
Hamilton H.S. in Brooklyn, N.Y.,
in 1945. He enlisted in the United
States Navy, received radar training and served a technician at
Floyd Bennett Field and at Squantum Naval Air Station near Boston. In 1947 he met his future wife,
Margaret Sarah Parsons, at a dance
at the Seaman's Club of Boston.
They married in August 1949 and enjoyed 59 of marriage until Margaret’s death in 2008.
Fred received his Bachelor of Science from the University of Vermont in 1953 and his Masters degree in
Poultry Science, from Texas A&M College, in 1955. He
received his Ph.D. from the University of Missouri in
1959 and began his career at Texas A&M College. He retired as Professor Emeritus from Texas A&M University
in 1990, after 31 years of teaching and research.
Fred married his true love, Margaret, on August 6,
1949, at Grace Episcopal Church in Medford, Massachusetts, and their journey together as a family began.
Fred and Margaret were blessed with six children. Family was always the center of their lives. From birthdays
to anniversaries to vacations to holiday events – family
was the focus.
Fred and Margaret were active for many years in St.
Thomas Episcopal Church , holding many ministry positions over their years with St. Thomas Church in College
Station, from Sunday school teacher to Vestry Member
to Senior Warden, providing meals, serving on various
hospitality committees, and mentoring countless friends.
Fred and Margaret were members of the Historical
Society for many years.
Fred is survived by his six children, all Texas residents: Kristen Heeter and husband, Bill; Nancy Mills
and husband, Jere; David Gardner and wife, Julia; Janet Gardner; Paul Gardner and wife, Cindy; and Mark
Gardner and wife, Jillayne; 14 grandchildren and 10
great-grandchildren. Survivors also include Fred's cousin Donald Rogers and wife Helen, of Bennington; many
nieces, nephews; and his wife Katherine Wood Gardner,
of College Station.

the Parsonage of the late Reverend Carter, on Jan. 7, 1961. They
renewed their vows at the Durkeetown Baptist Church on their
43rd wedding anniversary.
All Mary wanted out of life
was to be a wife and a mother.
In 1970, she became a mom to a
baby boy, and again in 1974, to
a baby girl. Mary worked right
along the side of Harry on their
dairy farm while raising their two children. Mary’s hobbies were daily walks to her “Prayer tree,” maintaining
her flower gardens, hiking and kayaking with Harry.
Harry Thomas is the grandson of Will Thomas, who
grew up in Middletown Springs and worked at the Montvert Hotel as a young boy. Will died in 1987 at the age of
106.
Mary is survived by Harry, her husband of 56 years;
son, Bill Thomas; daughter, Andrea Goyette; brothers
Ricky Eggleston and Ronald Eggleston; sisters Nancy
Lavigne, Lisa Brown, and Bobbie Jo Kelly; several
grandchildren and great grandchildren.

John VanderSande, 99, died January 6 in Freemont,
N.H. He was born in Paterson, New Jersey, the son of
Emiel J. and Elsa (Fryns) VanderSande. He graduated in
1936 from Paterson Eastside High School and in 1942
from the Academy of Aeronautics of Newark, New Jersey, with a degree in Aeronautics Engineering.
He was employed by Chase National Bank, New
York City; Glenn L. Martin Co., Baltimore, Maryland;
EDO Aircraft Co., Long Island, New York; Wright Aeronautical Co., Woodbridge, New Jersey; MW Kellogg
Co., Jersey City; and retired from Camloc Fastener Co.,
Paramus, New Jersey, in 1975 as chief engineer.
John married Sue DeVlieger in 1961. They built a
home in Middletown Springs in the 1970s and joined the
Historical Society as Life Members in 1973. Sue died in
1986.
John volunteered at Rutland Regional Medical
Center and at Exeter (New Hampshire) Hospital. The
VanderSandes were members of St. Anne's Church of
Middletown Springs.
John was a ham radio operator known by the call
sign, W1JV, and a member of Amateur Radio Relay
League and Green Mountain Wireless Society of Rutland. He also enjoyed photography and flying his private
aircraft.
He predeceased by his son Emiel VanderSande in
2008, and a sister Alice Connelly.
Mary Ellen Thomas, 72, died March 10, 2017 at
Survivors include two sons, John VanderSande, of
home. She was born on Jan. 1, 1945 in Glens Falls, N.Y., Newbury, Massachusetts, and Jacques "Jack" Vanderthe daughter of Milford T. Eggleston and the Eleanor M. Sande, of Noxon, Montana; two stepchildren Diane Fay,
Seeley Eggleston.
of Natick, Massachusetts, Joseph Della Torre, of RidgeMary met the love of her life, Harry O. Thomas, at field Park, New Jersey; eight grandchildren, eight greatthe young age of 14 while at a church group roller-skat- grandchildren; and a niece.
ing function. The two were joined together as one, in
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Items for Sale

• Copies of Historical Society Newsletters, $1 post paid.
• History of Middletown, by Barnes Frisbie, cd. rom or
photocopy, $20; original 1975 reprint, $35, post paid.
• Historic photo notecards of Middletown Springs, box
of 8, $12 post paid.
• Searching for Ichabod, by Julie Van Camp, $18, post pd
• A Gem in the Hills, by Frances Krouse, $25, post paid.
• Antique Mineral Springs Water bottles, starting at $60.

Membership Information

Membership dues for 2018 are due in January.
Check your mailing label for current status.

Dues (Check one):
Individual
$10.00
Family
$15.00
Contributing $25.00
Send to:

Business
Sustaining

Welcome!
New Members
Audrey Putnam, Bridgewater Corners
Stacy Van Oast, Richmond, Mich.
Craig Wilson, Brentwood, N.H.
David & Judith Wood, Hudson Falls, N.Y.
New Sustaining Member
Maureen McCormack, Middletown Springs

$50.00
$100.00

Pat Hemenway, Treasurer
Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.O. Box 1121
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

Donations to MSHS, a 501 (c) (3) non. profit organization,
are tax deductible.
www.MiddletownSpringsHistoricalSociety.org
Business Members

Dellveneri Bakery
Gabe Friedman, Web Designer
Green Mountain Timber Frames, Luke Larson
Hermit Hill Books, Patricia McWilliams
Johnson Energy, Tom & Eileen Johnson
Mahar Family Maple, Ryan & Ann Marie Mahar
Morgan Mountain Organic Gardeners
New England Slate Co., Chris Smid
Stewarts Shops
Thomas Dairy, Rutland
Williams Hardware, Poultney, Bob Williams

The MSHS Newsletter is published twice a year for members and
friends of the Society. Comments and manuscipts on subjects of
interest are encouraged and should be sent c/o David Wright, editor,
or emailed to montvert@vermontel.net.
Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.O. Box 1121
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

Address Service Requested
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Middletown Springs Historical Society Collection

2018 Coming Events
Sunday, May 27

Middletown Springs
Memorial Day

Sunday, June 24,
2-4 pm

Strawberry Festival

Sunday, Sept. 16
2 pm

Annual Meeting

Sunday, Oct. 7,
2-4 pm

Museum Open House

