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Orin Ray remembers many of the Revolutionary War Vets in Middletown
Orin L. Ray was born in the Gulf Rd. school district of http://www.historicmapworks.com/Map/US/4938/Middletown+
W. Tinmouth in 1821 and moved with his family to Middle- +Middletown+Town/Rutland+County+1869/Vermont/
town at an early age. He graduated from Troy Conference
Academy in 1841 and was a student at Castleton Med.
Judge Ray’s tour begins at the village green and heads
College in 1844. He married Hareast on what is now East St. It
riet Diana Shaw in 1851 and they
turns at what is now Dudley Rd.
raised five children, probably in
and heads north. “Near the end of
Grinnell, Iowa. He married Mary
that road under the eastern hills
E. Everett July 11, 1869 in Palo,
lived Benjamin and Richard
Mich. Orin Ray died July 25,
Haskins (Frisbie, pp 36, 37), orig1890, in White Cloud, Michigan,
inal Green Mountain Boys, and
at the age of 68.
followers of Ethan Allen.” Back
Orin carried on an exchange of
on East St., the tour back-tracks to
letters between 1884 and 1889 in
what is now Fitzgerald Road notthe pages of the "Poultney
ing that Harry Woodhouse “four
Journal" with his boyhood friends,
months in the army of the revoluBarnes Frisbie, the publisher of
tion” lived near the gristmill
the "Journal", and Cyril Carpenowned by Harry Gray, where the
ter in Ira. Sixty-five letters from
road crosses the Poultney River.
Ray, a dozen from Carpenter, and
Up the road lived David Enos
numerous responses from Frisbie
“once a follower of Washington,
were transcribed and compiled in
afterwards of (Josiah) Harmer,
2004 into a 166 page book, "His(Anthony) Wayne, (Arthur) St.
torical Sketches Published in the
Clair and (Noah) Harrison”.
Poultney Journal" by Vermont
Further up the road, on the
historians Dawn Hance and
Haynes Hill section, lived veterJoanne Nichols.
ans Phineas Clough, Russell Bar-

In his July 23, 1886 letter to

ber, and David Griswold “an origthe Poultney Journal, Judge Orin Orin Ray and Harriet Shaw Ray, photo courtesy of Leanne Stone inal Green Mountain Boy and a
companion of (Seth) Warner and
L. Ray recalls “a certain class of
men living in Middletown fifty or sixty years ago . . .at the (Ethan) Allen”. Next door to Griswold was David Rogers,
time of my first recollection”. He states that “the town had Sr., ‘a soldier in the early times”. On the west side of
the reputation of containing more surviving soldiers of the Haynes Hill was Jonathan Haynes, “who fought with Stark
Revolution” than any other town in the state of Vermont. at Bennington and Gates at Stillwater and Saratoga”. FrisHe goes on to identify where 26 of these 27 or 28 men bie (pp. 35-37) tells of Haynes grevious injury in the Battle
were living when he was a boy half a century after the war of Bennington and his subsequent miraculous recovery.
had ended. He leads us on a tour of the old Revolutionary
Going south from Haynes Hill on what is now Rte. 133,
War veterans’ locations.
South St., the tour encounters the homesites of four broth(You can follow the tour on the1869 Beer’s Atlas map ers, all Bennington veterans, Azor (remembered by
included with the Frisbie, History of Middletown, 1867, Frisbie, pp. 17-19, for his encounters with bears and
republished by MSHS in 1975, as well as on the sketch wolves), Eliakim, Seth, and Ezekiel Perry; and also of
map labeled “Earliest Settlers” on p. 5. Or you can view Gideon Buell, who was at the battle of Bunker Hill and the
siege of Yorktown. (continued on page 6)
the Beer’s Atlas map online:

President’s Corner

David Wright

As the Covid pandemic subsides, at least for the foreseeable future, the Historical Society Trustees look forward to more relaxed rules from the Vermont Department
of Health on public gatherings. Limits on outdoor gatherings will have been increased to 300 persons by the end of
June when we traditionally host the Strawberry Festival,
which typically attracts 200-300. The only caveat in planning for an outdoor gathering is the weather. If rain is predicted for the advertised day, we have previously been able
to move the seating indoors. But the capacity of the dining
room under social distancing rules would allow only a few
diners at a time. We can certainly borrow dining tents and
that may allow the festival to go on, given that rainy
weather typically cuts attendance anyway. Who wants go
to an outdoor festival on a rainy day but diehard strawberry lovers! The option is to schedule the Strawberry Festival for early July when the indoor seating capacities will
also be further relaxed. But will fresh Vermont berries still
be available in July?

Solomon at the Poultney Mettowee Natural Resource Conservation District and Sadie Brown from Champlain Valley Native Plant Restoration Nursery. Funds for the implementation and for a portion of the plant stock for the
project will be donated by Pur Projet, a mission-based, international non-profit dedicated to improving agricultural
practices and restoring forests, soils, biodiversity, and watersheds. https://www.purprojet.com

Meanwhile, other Society activities continue. The new
slate shingles are finally being installed on the Spring
House roof in the Mineral Springs Park. And plans are in
place for new plantings in the park, including river bank
stabilization and flowering native shrubs, thanks to Hilary

Thanks again to all who gave to the 2020-2021 Annual
Fund and thanks to the businesses and individuals who donated gift certificates, items, and services for the Maple
Raffle!

Board adopts Strategic Plan
On December 3 the Board of Trustees voted unanimously to approve the “public” version of the Strategic
Plan that has been in the works since September 2019
when Anne Ackerson was hired as a consultant. A planning Retreat in January 2020 with community members
and Rutland County historical society colleagues led to a
draft version of the plan in February 2020. Covid 19 meeting restrictions slowed progress to regular conference call
meetings of the Strategic Planning Committee including
Pat Hemenway, Michele Pagan, and David Wright. Also
due to Covid-19 restrictions on public events, the five year
time frame for the Strategic Plan was moved forward from
2020-2024 to 2021-2025. In January the Strategic Planning
Committee finalized work on the more detailed “in-house”
version, editing and cross-referencing the Goals and Tasks
and correcting format and language inconsistencies.
The text of the public version of the Strategic Plan is
available by email from David Wright montvert@vermontel.net or from any board member, and it will eventually be
included on the website. Printed copies are also available.
Comments on the plan are always welcome.
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A matching grant from Preservation Trust of Vermont
(PTV) will help fund a maintenance project on the Historical Society building. The original window sash on the second floor of the building, some dating to c.1800 and others
to c.1860, will be removed for re-glazing and repainting.
This periodic maintenance was last done in the 1990s
when the second floor auditorium was restored for public
use. Another grant from PTV, dovetailing nicely with the
window restoraton project, will help to fund the services of
an architect to draw up a long-term maintenance plan for
the Historical Society building.

Volunteers Needed for
Historical Society Committees
The new Strategic Plan sets ambitious goals for the next
five years! The seven Goals of the Plan are:
1. Education Outreach - History education, internships,
outreach to schools
2. Social Media Programming - website design and maintenance; maintaining facebook, etc.
3. Public Events and Community Outreach - Event volunteering, publication and newsletter writing
4. Collections Management - Collections care, archival
work,accessioning, PastPerfect software
5. Building and Landscape Stewardship - Building maintenance to Sec. of Interior standards; Landscape
design, gardening & maintenance
6. Organizational Infrastructure - Non-profit administration and governance
7. Financial Growth and Sustainability - Record keeping,
investing, grant writing
Do you have interest, experience or expertise in any of
these areas that you can offer? If you want to learn more,
please reply to either: Pat Hemenway ladyh@vermontel.net; Michele Pagan mpp1@comcast.net; David Wright
montvert@vermontel.net

Maple Festival Featured Targeted Raffle
The lingering Covid -19 pandemic restrictions limited the 2021 Maple festival activities to a “targeted” raffle where
ticket buyers could write in the number of any of the 96 items (gift baskets, gift certificates, a fuel oil donation,
professional services, craft items, antiques, etc.) and enter a mini-raffle for just that item. Tickets with no number
designation were entered into a raffle for prizes that received no targeted bids. With about 500 tickets sold, chances were
pretty good in this year’s raffle, which earned $2,133 for the Historical Society.
Thanks to these businesses, artisans and friends who donated items for this year’s Maple Raffle
Birdseye Diner- breakfast/lunch/dinner for two

Hannaford’s - gift card

May & Phil Biondi – garden tool set, bird house,
bird feeders, planters

Pat & Don Hemenway – Sissy’s Kitchen gift card,
book, games

George Bouret – photograph

Hermit Hill Books - book

Quest Frames – gift card

Cabot Cheese - Cabot cheese legacy assortment

Hildene -The Lincoln Family Home - guest passes

Rising Meadow Pottery – covered pottery casserole

Herb Childress - pool & billiards lesson

Home Depot – LED flashlight

Riverside Motors – oil change

Country Village Campground – overnight gift
certificate

Lucille Horkan – Home Depot gift card

Jean Rogers – stained glass

Peter Huntoon – watercolor print

Nora Rubinstein – spinning lessons, mini skein of
dogs fur

Lois Dansereau – hand knit hat
Carl Durfee’s Store – gift card and hat

Maggie Johnson – cardigans

Marilyn Parker – oil painting
Price Chopper – gift card

Shaws – basket of food, gift cards

Taina Ehrlich - headband

Pam Johnson – basket of botanicals, tote bag,
shoulder bag, wallet

Bill Emberley – pottery vases, dishes, bowl

Johnson Energy - fuel oil certificate

S.E. Smith – gift card

Patrick & Kathy Feeley – Best Moon Catering gift
card

Sally Jones – shoulder bag, wallet, teapot, slacks

Staples – office supplies assortment

Maureen LaBate - honey, basket of beeswax
products

Tom Jewelry – necklace and matching earrings

Ken & Cheryl Freye – Spring House tumblers
John Geery – photograph

LaValley’s Building Supply - gift cards

Vermont Country Store - gift basket, gift card

Gilmore Home Center – gift cards for gas grill
refills

Mac’s Citco – gift card

Vermont Sweetwater - maple soda, maple seltzer

Mahar Family Maple - maple syrup, maple coated
nuts

Wells Country Store - gift card

Middletown Springs Historical Society – Historic
District book

David Wright – Makita pro tool belt

Sarah Grimm – Natural Horse Training lesson
Alfred Haley – maple syrup

Recent Acquisitions
Maureen Marcy Labate recently donated a water color
landscape painting by Bernard Shattuck (20th C.
Middletown Springs artist); a 1947 diploma from
Middlletown Springs High School for her mother,
Jeannette Lavallee; an iron cobbler’s mold for making a
child’s shoe and a copy of an article from the October 25,
2001 Rutland Herald, concerning the history of the
Montvert Hotel.
In December Dan McKeen provided a photograph of
the Baptist Church given to him by Ed Farrell who
previously owned the building. It was taken perhaps in the
1940s, before the church was made into a potato storage
barn and before the front addition was built.
In October Rhonda Parker donated several Middletown
Spring High School yearbooks.

Anne Pratt Slatin – genealogy consultation

Vermont Canvas Products - Vermont canvas tote bag

Williams True Value Hardware – kitchen assortment

Bill Powers presents
at Annual Meeting
The 51st Annual Meeting of the Middletown Springs
Historical Society on Sept. 13, was held outdoors under
canopies, observing social distancing with 20 Members
and friends in attendance. A dessert buffet included treats
by members with vanilla ice cream originally donated by
Stewarts for the Strawberry Festival. The Business
Meeting included a review of the year’s accomplishments
and plans for the future as well as the election of new
Trustees for the 2020-2022 term. Pat Hemenway was reelected to a two year term.
Later, historian Bill Powers from Rutland gave a slide
presentation on the crash of a military aircraft on a remote
mountain in Chittenden and subsequent recovery efforts in
the 1950s.

Thanks to Maureen, Dan and Rhonda for these
donations to the Museum collection!
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In Memoriam
Merwyn ("Mer" or "Merv") A. Hedding, 82 of Sun Lakes, Arizona, passed away from a
brain hemorrhage on March 5, 2021. He began his life on a farm in Tinmouth, Vermont. Upon
graduation from the two-room schoolhouse, Merv went on to high school in Middletown Springs,
and later Rutland High School. A Mechanical Engineering degree from Union College launched his
professional career at General Electric in New York. Assignments in Massachusetts and Indiana led
Merv to Arizona in 1971 and a position with AirResearch, which, through mergers and acquisitions,
later became Garrett, AlliedSignal, and Honeywell. Merv retired from Honeywell in 2001 and took
his Lean Six Sigma Master Black Belt on the road as a consultant to assist various corporations
with Lean Production and Supply Chain strategies.
Earning the Distinguished Toastmaster Award, Merv served in various leadership capacities in that organization,
culminating with his year as Arizona District Governor 1982/83. In retirement, Merv was an avid golfer; his one and only
hole-in-one occurred at the age of 81! He loved to travel. He was also passionate about discovering and studying his
family history, having identified thousands of people in his family tree. Verified ancestors include Bing Crosby, Norman
Rockwell, the Wright Brothers, Lady Diana Spencer, George Washington and Daniel Webster. Merv was a member of the
General Society of Mayflower Descendants (descendant of William Brewster) and the National Society of the Sons of the
American Revolution (Patriot Simeon Edgerton). The SAR recognized Merv for his service with two Liberty Medals and
the Chapter Distinguished Service Medal.
Merv's great grandparents were Clark Wood Norton and Phebe Blakely. Phebe was born in Pawlet and moved to
Tinmouth after marriage where she lived until her passing at the age of 82. One of her siblings, Walton Blakely, was the
great, great grandfather of Alice Blakely Marsh, who donated many items from her Grover-Blakely ancestors to the
Middletown Springs Historical Society. Alice introduced Merv to the resources available through the MSHS and their first
in-person meeting took place there in 2014 at a MSHS event.
Merv is survived by his wife, Judy; his sons, David (Candice), Dennis, and Jeffrey (Adrian Hedding, whom Jeffrey has
fostered since adolescence); his sister, Adelia Drake; and his dog, Poco Diablo.

Linda Smith McKeen, 78, passed away after a four month long illness on January 4, 2021.
Born in Chicago on the fourth of July, she grew up in Westport, Conn. where she attended Staples
High School. Linda graduated from Simmons College in Boston with a BA in English in 1964, and
she earned an MA in English and Teaching at the University of Wisconsin in 1966. Linda was a
born teacher. Her maternal grandmother taught in a one room school house on the prairie of
Illinois.
Her first teaching assignment was at Delevan High School in southern Wisconsin, where she
met and married her husband, Mike. She returned to the East Coast when her husband got called up
to go to Vietnam, and she found a position teaching teletyping for AT&T in New York City. When
Mike returned to the States, the reunited couple moved to Vermont where (like her grandmother)
she established a kindergarten in the Middletown Springs firehouse. Mike taught in an alternative
high school in Rutland and both taught Sunday School classes at St. Anne's.
With son Joe in tow, the McKeens moved to London in 1973 where Mike and Linda joined the faculty at the American
School. Daughter Annie joined the family in 1979. Linda taught photography at ASL until her retirement in 2001. She was
active in local charities and community work in their Cricklewood neighborhood until recently. She is survived by her
husband, Michael; by their children, Joe and Annie; and by their grandchildren who live in England and Germany; by her
sister, Susan, and her family, who are scattered across the U.S. Her brother, Jack Smith, died in 1998.
The McKeens were members of the Historical Society for many years. Linda wrote the article “ ‘Save Outdoor
Sculpture’ Generates Interest in Hoadley Monument” for the Dec. 1992 issue of the MSHS newsletter.
Linda will be missed by those lucky enough to have known her. She lived her life along the lines suggested in this
quotation from William Penn:(1644-1718): “I expect to pass through life but once. If, therefore, there be any kindness I
can show, or any good thing I can do to any fellow being, let me do it now, for I shall not pass this way again.”
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Ursula A. Smith, 87, passed away at her home on Feb. 25, 2021, after a year of
declining health. She was born Jan. 3, 1934, the second of four daughters to Jules F.
Bertero, MD, and Mary L. (Connolly) Bertero of Santa Maria, California. Her childhood
years were spent in Santa Maria, where she graduated as valedictorian of the local high
school, then entered San Francisco College for Women - Lone Mountain, which has
since been subsumed into the University of San Francisco, serving as student body
president and graduating summa cum laude with a double major in history and English.
After teaching briefly at Mission High in the San Francisco school district, she
married James F. Smith, settled in San Jose, and devoted her years thereafter to the
duties—and joys—of motherhood. In the early-1970s, she and her family moved to a
farm in Belle Fourche, South Dakota, ultimately settling in Bozeman, Montana, a university town that proved to be a
happy medium between the bustle of San Jose and the relative isolation of rural Belle Fourche.
She was divorced in 1987 and began a new period of her life with Linda (Sellers) Peavy, with whom she founded P.S.,
A Partnership, a writing and editing business. Smith began her four-decade editing career with major publishers in the
East but found her greatest satisfaction in working for university and historical society presses. In due time, she began
researching and writing with Peavy, co-authoring numerous journal articles and a dozen books, primarily devoted to
Western women’s history, plus the libretto for composer Eric Funk’s “Pamelia”, Montana’s centennial opera. Their
unique tandem-dialogue style gave voice to the women whose stories they presented on the Speakers Bureau circuit in
hundreds of presentations under the auspices of the Humanities Councils of Montana, Missouri, New Hampshire, and
Vermont. They were also primary historical researchers for the 2002 PBS mini-series, "Frontier House," and joined
British producer, Simon Shaw, in co-authoring the companion book for that reality-history series. That adventure led to
speaking invitations to the White House and the Library of Congress.
With Peavy, Smith moved to St. Louis in 1992 and then on to Middletown Springs, Vermont, where they continued
their loving relationship and professional collaboration.
Ursula is survived by Linda Peavy, her partner of some 30-plus years, and loving caregiver of the past year, and by her
six children who were her joy, and by her six grandchildren. She also leaves behind a loving circle of friends in
Middletown Springs.
Ursula was a long-term member of the MSHS, serving as a Trustee from 1995 - 1997 and as President in 1997. She
and Linda presented two of their Vermont Humanities Council Speakers Bureau programs at MSHS Annual Meetings,
" 'Ma's Vermont or Pa's Montana' The Shipman Family Dilemma of 1882" and " ‘I Have Doctored Myself as Well as I
Could' Laywoman as Medical Practitioner on the American Frontier." Ursula was a library volunteer and supporter and
served as Secretary on the Friends of the Middletown Springs Library board for several years.

Robert “Bob” Moran died in March 2021. An obituary will appear in the fall edition of this newsletter.

Welcome New Members
Marguerite Berger,
Laura Castle,
Phillip Crossman,
Kim & Ray Gaylord,

New Contributing Membership
Belfast, Maine
Middletown Springs
Pittsford
Middletown Springs

New Sustaining Memberships
Jeffrey & Christine Bloom,
Richard & Eileen Hruby,
Julie Van Camp,
Stephen Warm,

San Luis Obispo, Calif.
Toms River, N.J.
Los Alamos, N.M.
Naples, Fla.

Kimberly Bushnell,

Middletown Springs

New Business Memberships
Manson Hall,
Sissy’s Kitchen, Sissy Hicks,
David Munyak,
Wood turner/Furniture maker,
Anne Pratt Slatin, Genealogist,

North Chatham, Mass.
Middletown Springs
Middletown Springs
Stamford, N.Y.
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(continued from page 1) Heading north on South St. the
tour turns southwest on what is now Garron Rd. to the
home of Daniel Butts “a soldier of the revolution”. Back
on South St. the tour passes the site of the home of
Thomas Morgan (Frisbie. P. 14), remembered locally for
building the first frame house in Middletown. “He was
with Warner and Stark at Bennington, and (was) one of the
heroes of Stillwater and Saratoga”. Turning southwest on
to Coy Hill Rd., and heading down the west side of Coy
Hill, we pass the homesite of Francis Perkins, “a follower
of Washington and (William Alexander) Lord Sterling”.
Perkins is remembered in Frisbie (pp. 33-35) with the colorful story of the bear that invaded his cabin and frightened his wife and children. Further north on Coy Hill Rd.
was Noah Leach, “a pensioner” from the war.
The tour continues on the road to Poultney, now West
St. In Burnham Hollow, once a prosperous hamlet, resided
veterans Selah and Sabel Hubbard and David Parker.
Returning to the village we find the homesites of old
soldiers Solomon Rockwell, and Luther Filmore, remembered by Frisbie (pp.13, 15-16) as “the man who felled the
forest where the village now is”, built a log cabin on the
lot where the new Town Office will likely stand, and later
built the frame house and tavern that is now the post
office. Also in the village were Semor Stoddard and Philo
Stoddard. Philo was “a hero of many battles”, as was Capt.
Joseph Spaulding, Sr. on Spruce Knob Rd., “once a follower and companion of Washington” and later “the leading spirit in getting the town established” who surveyed
and named the town of Middletown in 1784 (Frisbie pp.
22-23).
In his letter to the Journal Press, Orin Ray apologizes
for possible mistakes and omissions, and there are a few
discrepancies from other lists, including one from the
DAR on the Hoadley monument on the green, and the list
of Revolutionary War (RW) veterans buried in the Old
Cemetery used by MSHS volunteers when placing flags
with MES students before Memorial Day.
Not on Ray’s list but on MSHS RW vets list are: Bela
Caswell (1737-1826); Hezekiah Clift (1760-1822); Peter
Crocker (1758-1846); Abisha Lewis (date unkown); and
Caleb Smith (1749-1808).
On Ray’s list and buried in the Old Cemetery, but not
on the MSHS RW vets list are: Ezekiel Perry; and Russell
Barber.
Some Middletown veterans named by Orin Ray are
likely buried in other towns. On Ray’s list but not shown
on Middletown cemetery surveys by Herb Davison or
Margaret Jenks are: Richard Haskins; Harry Woodhouse;
David Rogers, Sr; Eliakim Perry; Seth Perry; David Butts;
Noah Leach; Selah Hubbard; Sabel Hubbard; David
Parker; and Semor Stoddard.
Comments on these discrepancies are welcome!
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Gold-headed cane passes to
Wilma Washburn

The Middletown Springs gold-headed cane was
presented to Wilma Washburm, on September 11, 2020,
her 96th birthday, in a brief ceremony on the porch of the
Community Church.
The tradition began in 1907 with a town event on the
green where the cane was given to Deacon Alpheus
Haynes, 100 years old. Other towns in Vermont and New
Hampshire have similar traditions, some using canes
donated by the Boston Post newspaper. Members of the
Baptist Church organized the event and took up a
collection to raise the $90 cost of the cane, which was
inscribed “To the Oldest Person of Middletown Springs,
Vt., in Trust”. The cane is currently kept on display at the
Post Office with the list of past recipients and photos of
Deacon Haynes and of the current holder.
Wilma Washburn was born on September 11, 1924, at
Gifford Hospital in Randolph, VT. This is somewhat of a
rarity, as back in those days most births occurred at home,
but, according to Wilma, “Mother had trouble so Father
took her to the Hospital.” She is the oldest of two sisters,
and her earliest memory is: “ I think my first memory is
when Grandmother told me I had a little sister.”
Wilma grew up in Granville, Vt., attending Randolph
High School and then Johnson State College, later
graduating from the University of Vermont. She was a
teacher for many years. One of her memorable impressions
of her younger years still speaks volumes today: “There
was a teacher in Johnson College that was special. She
came here from out of state and found this place different
than what she was used to. But she was real good about it
and she taught us lots of things we didn’t know.”
Wilma eventually settled in Bethel after getting married
later in life. Her favorite memory, in fact, is: “Getting
married; everybody was so surprised ‘cause I’d been an
old maid for so long. We were both in our thirties when we
got married.”
Wilma has no children or grandchildren, and is the aunt
of Tony Lamberton. She resides on North Street here in
town with Tony and Anissa.

Thank you for your donation to the 2020-21 Annual Fund!
Contributions to the 2020-21 Annual Fund totaled over $4,400, earmarked as donors chose: to the Building Fund, $480;
the Heritage Fund, $295; the Mineral Springs Park Fund, $397; the Museum Fund, $550; and to the Operating Fund,
$2,747.
Shirley & Jim Anderson

Kim & Ray Gaylord

Michael Beattie & Leslie Silver

George & Claudia Gonda

Priscilla Hubbard Leonard
Steve & Kathy Letendre

Joyce Scribner
Sissy’s Kitchen

Marguerite Berger

Frances Gombosi

Alice Marsh

Anne Pratt Slatin

Corey Best & Tom Moon

Durand & Diane Gray

Solange Martineau

Chris Smid & Hilary Solomon

Kelley Beckwith & Chip Stevens

Yolanda Hansen

Jon Mathewson

Ursula Smith and Linda Peavy

Phil & May Biondi

Richard & Cheryl Hanson

Mary Lee Morrison

William & Marcia Spaulding

Vera Blakely

Vannilu Harrison & Sharen Underwood Andrew Moyer
Velma Reed
Martha Heitkamp
Mary Alice Renner
Pat & Don Hemenway
Grant & Jo Reynolds
Lucille & John Horkan
Evelyn Ritchie
Peter Huntoon & Mareva Milarc
Adina & William Roberts
Richard & Eileen Hruby
Helen Rogers
Linda & Tom Hurcomb
Jean Rogers
Tom & Helen Jaeger
Diane Rosenmiller
Tom Johnson & Ina Smith
Paul Sackevich
Joe & Mary King
Bruce Scott

Kimberly Bushnell
Barbara Buxton Bradney
Vera Blakely
Leslie Campbell
Enid & Dennis Clark
Juanita Burch & Jack Clay
Greg Cooper
Phil Crossman
Kathy Doyle & Jim Graves
Kathleen & Patrick Feeley

Richard Spitalny
Debra Squires
Aileen & Peter Stevenson
Tom Tyrrell
Stacy Van Oast
Stephen Warm
Kathy & Alfred Whittet
Williams Hardware
Katherine K. Williams
Mary Lou Willits & David Wright

MSHS awarded Historic Preservation Grants
In December, we received word that Preservation Trust of Vermont (PTV) had awarded MSHS a $4,000 Essential
Character and Services Matching Grant for restoration of windows in the Adams House, the Historical Society building.
The grant, restricted to non-profit organizations in Rutland County was made possible through the generous support of the
Johnson Family Foundation in Poultney.
Middletown Springs contractors Andy and Heather Floyd will remove the 29 pairs of original window sash, mostly on
the second floor. They will restore the glazing, repaint both sides of each sash, and will scrape, fill and repaint the exterior
surfaces of the window openings, all according to the Secretary of the Interior Standard for Rehabilitation. They will also
install removable glass panels to protect the painted surfaces and help to winterize the second floor rooms.
In February, MSHS also received from PTV a $250 PTV Robert Sincerbeaux Fund (RSF) matching grant to assess the
current condition of the Adams House in preparation for creating a long term Maintenance Plan for the building.
Architects Geoff Metcalfe and Tom Keefe from Keefe & Wessner in North Bennington will write the assessment. Geoff is
currently working on the design for the new Town Office in Middletown Springs. Tom did previous RSF-funded
assesments on the buildings around the Green to inform the design for the Town Office, and for the Baptist Church/Town
Garage building on the west side of the Green as a storage and display area for some of the MSHS A.W. Gray
Horsepower Collection.

New roof in the Mineral Springs Park
Dick Gray and his son, Tel, from Goldenbrook Construction in Poultney
install slates on the Springhouse in the Mineral Springs Park using the “Slate
Tec” system from Greenstone Slate in Poultney, The novel system uses a
plastic underlayment allowing the use of shorter slates, thus reducing the total
weight of the roofing. We thank Greenstone for generously donating a square
of slate (100 sq. ft. coverage) for the five square project.
https://greenstoneslate.com/slatetec-genuine-slate-advanced-technologylightweight-installation/
Photo by David Wright
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Membership Information
Membership dues for 2022 are due in January.
Check your mailing label for current status.
Dues (Check one):
Individual $10.00
Family $15.00
Contributing $25.00
Send to:

Business $50.00
Sustaining $100.00

Pat Hemenway, Treasurer
Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.O. Box 1121
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

Donations to MSHS, a 501 (c) (3) non. profit organization,
are tax deductible.
www.MiddletownSpringsHistoricalSociety.org
Business Members
DellVeneri Bakery
Gabe Friedman, Web Designer
Green Mountain Timber Frames, Luke Larson
Hermit Hill Books, Patricia McWilliams
Johnson Energy, Tom & Eileen Johnson
Mahar Family Maple, Ryan & Ann Marie Mahar
Manson Hall
Morgan Mountain Organic Gardeners
David Munyak, Woodturner
New England Slate Co., Chris Smid
Sissy’s Kitchen, Sissy Hicks
Stewarts Shops
Williams Hardware, Bob Williams

Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.O. Box 1121
Middletown Springs, VT 05757
Address Service Requested

Coming Events
Sunday, May 30, 3 pm, Virtual Memorial Day Parade
Check the Town website closer to the date.
http://middletownsprings.vt.gov/town-resources/
community-calendar
http://middletownsprings.vt.gov/news
Sunday, June 20, 2-4 pm, 46th Annual Strawberry
Festival
Tentatively scheduled in accordance with Vermont
Health Department guidelines for outdoor gatherings.
Sunday, September 12, 2 pm, 52nd Annual Meeting
Sunday, October 10, 2-4 pm, Museum Open House

The MSHS Newsletter is published twice a year for members and
friends of the Society. Comments and manuscripts on subjects of
interest are encouraged and should be sent c/o David Wright, editor,
or emailed to montvert@vermontel.net.

Items for Sale
• Copies of Historical Society Newsletters, $1 postpaid.
• History of Middletown, by Barnes Frisbie, CD.ROM or
photocopy, $20; original 1975 reprint, $35, postpaid.
• Historic photo notecards of Middletown Springs, box of
8, $12 postpaid.
• Searching for Ichabod, by Julie Van Camp, $18,
postpaid
• A Gem in the Hills, by Frances Krouse, $25, postpaid.
• Middletown Springs Historic District, book, SALE!
$75, $60, postpaid.

